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More sunflowers in distress. “Flowers for Ken,” as this exhibition was titled (for the artist’s 
partner, who was diagnosed with HIV in 1988 and died in 1991), showed us a bloom in a 
progressive state of decay. This tiny show of big paintings—there were only two, not counting 
the voluptuous impasto still lifes in the office—was quietly overwhelming, its contrasting scales 
recalling an engulfing grief. 
 

 
 


